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Bellyeoman Community Council 

Serving NE Dunfermline 

Minutes of Meeting Held on Wednesday 12 January 2022 
at 19:30hrs in a Zoom Virtual Meeting. 

v1.04 

 Sederunt: ( Present / Apologies / Unknown ):  
Community Councillors & Councillors:     
C.Cllr Wilma Allday (Madam Chairman) P  C.Cllr Ian MacFarlane (Vice-Chairman) P 
C.Cllr Graeme Whyte (Secretary) P  C.Cllr Ross Cassidy (Treasurer) A 
C.Cllr Alan MacAskill P  C.Cllr William Muir U 
C.Cllr Keith Omond P  C.Cllr Ruth Watson P 
Cllr Gavin Ellis P  Cllr Ian Ferguson U  
Cllr Helen Law A    
Others:     
PC Stewart Paton A  PC Callum Jenkins A 
Alan Whyte A  Mary Whyte  A 
Zoë Mays P    

 
1. Welcome, apologies & conflicts of interest:  The Vice-Chairman, C.Cllr Ian MacFarlane, 

welcomed everyone to the meeting and apologies for absence were recorded. It was noted 
that Cllr Law had recently lost her mother and the C.C. recorded our thoughts and sincere 
sympathies for Helen and her family at this time.  Members were asked to declare any 
perceived conflicts of interest either now or at the appropriate point in the meeting. 
 

2. Minutes of Previous Meeting:  The Minutes of the last meeting were read and agreed 
(v1.01).  They were proposed by C.Cllr Keith Omond and seconded by C.Cllr Wilma Allday. 
 

3. Matters arising from Minute not on the Agenda:   
There were no matters arising that were not already included in the agenda. 
 

4. Police Report:  
The Police had met with the Secretary and discussed matters of interest to the residents of 
Bellyeoman.  
a. The Secretary reported that they had also discussed the plans for the Platinum Jubilee 

event and the Police kindly agreed to put the Community Council in touch with the 
Police Events Officer. 

b. Members of the public were reminded to report non-urgent Police matters to their 
local community police officers by email – police@bellyeomancc.org.uk. 

 
5. Officers’ Reports:  

a. Chair/Vice-Chair: 
Madam Chairman reported on her on-going serious concerns about Fife Council’s 
ability to deliver even the most basic service levels in our community.  Whilst COVID 
had added to problems, the issues had existed long before the pandemic.  This included 
the maintenance of bushes and pavements.  It was noted that while some work had 
been carried out in the few days ahead of the meeting held today with the Secretary 
on-site, the lane had been abandoned for well over a year.  The potholes at the 
Bellyeoman Park entrance are another example of different departments passing the 
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buck for responsibility.  Eventually one hole was filled badly but others within feet were 
left unfixed. 
Discussion of representation by the elected Councillors was also raised.  No matter 
what the reasons, the result has been that one Dunfermline North Councillor regularly 
attends CC but the other two had been absent more often than not.  The result was 
little or no continuity on issues from meeting to meeting because one Councillor may 
take on board an issue and then not be seen again for months!  We hope that any 
Councillors elected in May, irrespective or their Party allegiance, will help their 
Community Council better. 

Madam Chairman asked the Secretary to report on his meeting with Mark Blackman 
of Fife Council at this point.  The Secretary reported that he had had a good meeting 
with Mark Blackman and colleagues and had looked at a long list of issues around the 
area.  As ever, a complication is the multitude of Fife Council departments responsible 
for similar issues.  This meant that a lot of the issues were not the responsibility of 
Mark Blackman.  The CC would continue to follow-up on the issues.  A copy of the 
issues raised would be appended to this minute. 
 

b. Secretary:  The Secretary reported on the following matters: 
i. Misc. Correspondence.  Miscellaneous correspondence had been received and 

circulated.  
ii. O2 Mast. The Secretary had circulated information about the upgrade to 

equipment on the mobile phone mast at Townhill, next to the viewpoint. 
iii. Dates of Meetings 2023.  Members reviewed the proposed provisional dates for 

2023 meetings, and these were agreed. 
iv. Highway Code Changes.  C.Cllr Ruth Watson asked that we highlight the 

forthcoming changes to the Highway Code at the end of January.  It was felt that 
not many were aware of the changes and that many of the rules seemed to be 
vague or ambiguous.  It was hoped that this situation might improve as we 
approach their date of implementation. 

c. Treasurer: 
i. Balance. In the absence of the Treasurer, it was presumed that the C.C. bank 

balance was £8,382.57. 
ii. Internet Banking. In the absence of the Treasurer there was no update on this. 
iii. Annual Return Preparation. The Secretary had completed the CC Annual Return 

to Fife Council ahead of the 31 December 2021 deadline. 
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6. Planning 
a. Northern Link Road.  Whilst Fife Council seem to be aware of measures to develop the 

NLR at Whitefield Road, the Council remain tight-lipped and have not yet consulted on 
any plans.  However, Cllr Ferguson had forwarded some drawings that he had received 
in connection to the Council applying for ‘Levelling-Up’ funds to improve and widen 
the road bridge over the old railway cycle path on the Kingseat Road. 

b. Taylor Wimpey Site - Whitefields.  It was noted from a construction magazine article 
that Taylor Wimpey were promoting their ‘Whitefields’ development, even though, as 
far as the CC is aware, it has yet to be given planning permission.  It was agreed to refer 
to this development proposal in the future using the ‘Whitefields’ label. 

 
7. Public Services 

a. Core Path – Bellyeoman - Townhill.  No update. 
b. Overgrowing hedges. The Secretary had contacted Fife Council about the inaction of 

the nursing home on this issue of their hedges overgrowing the pavement.  James 
Dewar of Fife Council had written back confirming that he had contacted the nursing 
home staff requesting action.  Quotes were reportedly being sought.  We await a 
positive update on this soon.  

c. Potholes.  The very poor state of the B912 from Whitefield Road to Kingseat and 
onwards to Hill of Beath and Kelty was noted again.  This road is well used by 
commuters to and from Dunfermline and the Cowdenbeath area.  The road had been 
in a state of disrepair for years now and was now intolerably bad.  Cllr Ellis agreed to 
check on when this road would be resurfaced as we believe it is in a plan for action.  
The CC wondered where the £10million reportedly earmarked for Dunfermline North 
roads was being spent? 

 
8. Environment 

a. Bellyeoman Community Woodland.  Cllr Law had reported at the previous meeting, 
that £17,850 of funding had been found and she would investigate the possibility of 
whether some of this funding could be used for the Woodland project next year.  Zoë 
Mays noted that the surge in Omicron cases had put back any plans the school had to 
work on this project.  It was hoped that matters would improve as we head towards 
the spring. 

b. Alderston Drive Trees, ongoing.  C.Cllr Ian MacFarlane had investigated any HSE 
(Health & Safety) issues that might relate to the woodland areas, however HSE 
legislation only related to ‘workplaces’. 

c. Lochhead Dump.  There was no update available. 
d. Unmarked Speed Bumps.   There was no update on the marking of speed bumps in 

Paton Street, for example. 
e. Paton Street Lane Barrier.  This barrier improvement work had been completed early, 

just before Christmas 2021.  Thanks were recorded to Phil Clarke and his colleagues for 
this work. 

f. Play Park Reviews.  It was reported that Zoë Mays and Sarah had discussed this issue 
and were planning to meet. Cllr Ellis offered to make contact with Wellwood CC team. 



 
 
 

Page 4 of 4 

Email: info@bellyeomancc.org.uk 
Website: www.bellyeomancc.org.uk 

Bellyeoman Community Council 

Serving NE Dunfermline 

 
9. Education 

a. It was hoped that the Platinum Jubilee may offer opportunities for the CC to work with 
and help the Primary School. 

 
10. Community Outreach 

There was nothing to report at this time. 
 
11. Community Spirit 

a. The Secretary, as reported, had discussed our plans with Mark Blackman, Fife Council 
and with the Community Police about the Platinum Jubilee plans. 

 
12. PR & Marketing 

There was nothing to report at this time.   
 

13. Councillors’ Reports:  
There was nothing additional to be reported. 

 
14. AOCB 

a. Tree Canopy.  Zoë Mays mentioned that the Queen’s Tree Canopy initiative for this 
Platinum Jubilee could offer opportunities for the Primary School. 

b. Focus.  C.Cllr Ian McFarlane reminded members that even though enabling action from 
Fife Council can be difficult at times, we must remain focused and keep pressing on the 
important issues that affect our area.  He also noted that we had some notable 
successes throughout the year. 

 
15. Date and Time of Next Meeting:  The Vice-Chairman thanked everyone for their attendance 

and intimated that the next meeting of the Community Council was scheduled for 
Wednesday 9th February 2022 at 19:30hrs in a Virtual Zoom meeting. 

 
It was also noted that there had been no potential conflicts of interest intimated and with there 
being no further business, the meeting closed at 20:57hrs. 
 
 


