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Bellyeoman Community Council (BCC) would like to take this opportunity to 
comment on the proposals for rewilding, specifically regarding the destruction of a 
huge part of our Bellyeoman Public Park that is proposed by Fife Council. 
 
BCC is keen to support initiatives which are designed to prevent the destruction of 
our wild country areas.  This does not include an initiative to destroy our public 
park.  This issue has been discussed at our Community Council (CC) Meetings 
throughout the year and the CC is unanimously opposed to the measure proposed 
for Bellyeoman Public Park.  The CC is fully supported in our view by Cllrs Helen Law 
and Gavin Ellis. 
 
We will set out our reasons below. 
 

1. Fife Council has ‘re-wilded’ much of the area by stealth over the last 20 years. 
2. Lanes like the CoOp lane (for example) are 

often overgrown and although trimmed this 
summer, offer great havens for wildlife 
such as birds. 

3. The edges of Bellyeoman Public park have 
been abandoned by Fife Council and are 
now overgrown nettle patches which are 
both unsightly and as they encroach onto 
pathways make the paths more difficult to 
navigate.   

4. Fife Council grass-cutting machinery has 
changed in recent years along with the 
frequency of cutting, due to Council 
cutbacks to this budget area.  This has 
meant that the public parks represent hay 
fields, at times, as the cut grass is dumped 
behind the cutters.  This is turn causes 
paths to overgrow and become narrow and the rotting grass cuttings make 
the paths slippery and dangerous. 

5. Access to the park at the north end was abandoned by Fife Council for years 
and was reduced to a narrow track through high beds of nettles.  Fortunately, 

CoOp Lane – overgrown for about 2 years 
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two members of the public decided to clear the path in 2019 and this has 
improved matters there. This was work which Fife Council should have 
carried out, however we are very grateful to the two members of the public. 

   
   Path before work      Path after work 

6. A sign in the park marking the Bellyeoman Community Woodland has been 
consumed by brambles and nettles and is obscured for most of the year. 

7. Ironically, the signs refer to an area of Woodland that should be a Community 
asset that Fife Council has abandoned (rewilded) for the last 20 years and is 
now inaccessible for most of the summer and autumn months due to the 
ferns, nettles and brambles that grow there. 

8. The BCC was actively pursuing a policy to improve access to the Bellyeoman 
Community Woodlands ahead of the pandemic but was stalled when Fife 
Council refused to help with works in this area, even if the CC supplied 
funding.  They cited Fife Council cutbacks. 

9. The Community Woodland project suffered a further setback when a large 
section was found to have sunk due to old mine workings in the area.  This 
further reduced the area available for potential recreational activities. See 
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Coal Authority works below: 

 
Old Mine Working Collapse - Bellyeoman Community Woodland 

10. Both Fife Council and the Scottish Government are approving thousands of 
new homes across North Dunfermline and over towards Halbeath which 
raises these two points: 

a. If Fife Council and the Scottish Government are so keen on rewilding 
and the environment, why do they continue to concrete-over vast 
areas of farmland and at the same time destroy hedgerows which are 
ecosystems for birds and wildlife which are long established? 

b. The Bellyeoman Public Park is at the east end of the current BCC area 
but once the housing development pushes eastwards, the demands on 
this public park will only be set to increase. 

11. Over the summer months of 2020, the outdoors and public parks have been 
all the more important for recreation and exercise.  When the park is being 
used of an evening for football games, practice, outdoor exercise classes etc., 
they tend to use the bottom, level part of the park nearest to the car park.  
This leaves the top half of the park for those not involved in the organised 
exercise.  Fife Councils proposals will effectively destroy 80%-90% of the 
remainder of the useful park. The picture below was not untypical of an 
evening, here showing the 15 September 2020, when even the nearby 
‘Lauriston Park’ was being used by regular drone enthusiasts.  The BCC 
welcomes all safe leisure activities in our public parks.  We are deeply 
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saddened that the risk to this asset is coming from Fife Council’s cutbacks. 
See photos below:

 
Bellyeoman Parks - Regularly Used 

12. We are fortunate to have a fantastic viewpoint at the Kingseat trig point on 
Kingseat Road.  There were wildflower beds there.  They have all but 
disappeared due to a lack of care and maintenance by Fife Council over a 
number of years. 

13. Fife Council trialled their ‘re-wilding’ in the Bellyeoman Public Park this year 
and it was an unmitigated disaster.  Huge areas were inaccessible unless you 
were wearing footwear and legwear suitable for moorland rambling as 
opposed to a public parkland.  The tufts of grass and increased problem of 
dog-fouling were real hazards.  Fife Council say that such dog-fouling should 
be reported to the Council.  It is our understanding that there is no dog 
warden for Fife now, so such problems continue unchecked in reality. 

14. The re-wilding did not encourage meadow land and tweeting birds like the 
Fife Council animation suggests, it brought long dank grassland and was a 
haven for wild rabbits and rats accessing the area from the old railway cycle 
path.  Not the picture being painted by the Council. 

15. Fife Council in their background document say this is not a cutback as it will 
free up manpower to work in other areas.  Our experience as a CC has been 
that the help that would go to other areas is simply filling in for large scale 
cutbacks already inflicted on the grounds’ maintenance department.  The 
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public should not be fooled by this spurious and misleading argument from 
Fife Council. 

16. The CC is keen to find a compromise if possible.  Fife Council have proposed 
making 80%-90% of the free area of the public park inaccessible as per the 
aerial photo below: 

 
     Fife Council Proposal 

BCC proposes the following compromise on the conditions that the areas 
marked in yellow in our compromise proposal below, are not just abandoned 
but are properly planted as wildflower meadows and managed; and also, that 
the broad pathways omitted from re-wilding are maintained to continue to 
allow leisure use of this area of the public park and to allow through routes 
for walkers.  We have clear anecdotal evidence of the park being a though 
route from Townhill via the Cycle Track to Robertson Road which may be 
because Fife Council have allowed the Core Path from Townhill to 
Dunfermline (Core Path P661/04 from its crossing with P594/02 - P594/01 
and the Kingseat Road) to fall into such a state of disrepair that is in 
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impassable for much of the year. 

 
     BCC Compromise Proposal 

 
We trust that Fife Council will take on board the views of the Community Council 
and Elected Members when reviewing the proposals for Bellyeoman Public Park.  
We are keen and happy to work with Fife Council to achieve a mutually satisfactory 
outcome that will encourage biodiversity but not destroy a huge part of our public 
park as happened in 2020. 
 
 


